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Dec. 4, 1997
Contact: Len Broberg, assistant professor, Environmental Studies Program, (406) 243-5209.
PUBLIC INVITED TO COMMENT ON MOUNT SENTINEL WEED CONTROL PLAN
MISSOULA—
A public information meeting to review the revised Mount Sentinel Vegetation
Management Plan will be held from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. II, in Social Science
Building Room 356 at The University of Montana-Missoula.
UM representatives will be available to answer questions at the meeting. Public
comments and suggestions will be accepted in writing through Feb. 5, 1998. Public comment
will also be accepted at a follow-up meeting to be held in early February.
The new draft plan for controlling noxious weeds on Mount Sentinel, which replaces an
earlier, controversial plan, proposes a six-year program of grasslands restoration, weed
management and research on weed control techniques. Three suggested alternatives are
proposed, one of which will be implemented in five management zones in accordance with
management goals for the zones.
Alternative A would offer no action or treatments of any kind. Alternative B proposes
native plant restoration and integrated weed management without herbicides, which includes
hand-pulling, biomanagement, revegetation and experimental grazing. Alternative C uses the
same techniques as Alternative B, but with the addition of minimal herbicide use.
Alternative C is the choice preferred by the plan’s drafters, but public comments will be
taken into consideration before a final decision is made.
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The plan outlines directives for the use of herbicides, including ground application in
spot treatments, public notification and monitoring for herbicidal leaching.
The plan's objectives are to:
■

achieve weed control using methods that avoid negative impacts to human health
and the environment

■

control invasive weed species and prevent the spread of weeds from UM land to
neighboring properties

■

facilitate restoration of native plants

■

apply species- and site-specific treatments

■

time treatments according to the natural lifecycle of weeds for maximum
effectiveness.

Reserved copies of the plan will be available for public review at the Missoula Public
Library beginning Dec. 10. Individuals may obtain their own copies at the Mansfield Library
and at the University Center Information Desk.
Written public comments may be directed to: Mount Sentinel Management Plan,
Environmental Studies Program, Rankin Hall, The University of Montana, Missoula, MT
59812.
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